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The Educational Conditions of the Mughal Era
A Historical and Analytical Study
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But the City of Thatta is famous for Learning in

Theology, Philology and Politics, and they have above
four hundred Colleges for training up Youth in those

Parts of Learning. (1)
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There are about thirty-three different Sects worshipping
the Supreme Being, under different Names, and different
Forms of Religion, but they never have any hot Contests
about their Belief ; to molest one another merely on

Account of Religion is utterly unknown among these

People . (2)
( 1) Alexander Hamilton, A New Account of the East Indies (London, 1727),
127.

(2 ) James Fraser, The History of Nadir Shah, Formerly Called Thamas Kuli
Khan, the Present Emperor of Persia (London: A. Millar, 1742), 89.
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From these reports it appears that the number of

schools...amounts to 12,498, and the population to
12,850,941, so that there is one school to every 1000 of
the population... | am, however, inclined to estimate the
portion of the male population who receive school
education to be nearer to one-third than one-fourth of

the whole, or about one in thirty-one. (1)
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(1) Sir Thomas Munro, “The Education of the Natives of India,” 2nd July
1822/10th March 1826, in Minutes of Sir Thomas Munro, vol. 2 (London:
Richard Bentley, 1881), 332.
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William Adam's reports (1835-1838), which were

prepared under the orders of the British government

itself, prove that there existed a widespread,
decentralized, and generous system of education in the
subcontinent, which was run by local communities, the

nobility, and royal patronage. (1)
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(1) William Adam, Reports on the State of Education in Bengal
(1835, 1836, 1838), commissioned by Lord William Bentinck;
Dharampal, The Beautiful Tree: Indigenous Indian Education in the
Eighteenth Century (New Delhi: Biblia Impex, 1983), Introduction &
Chapter 1:23-27.
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Max Muller, on the strength of official documents and a

missionary report concerning education in Bengal prior
to the British occupation, asserts that there were then
80,000 native schools in Bengal, or one for every 400 of

the population. (1)
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In the twentieth century, Dharampal revealed in the light

of these reports that the reach of this system was

beyond the discrimination of caste, religion, and sex,

(1) James Keir Hardie, India: Impressions and Suggestions (New York: B.W.

Huebsch, 1909), 5.
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and it had created a deep, unsuspicious trust towards

knowledge.(1)
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1. Dharampal, The Beautiful Tree: Indigenous Indian Education in the

Eighteenth Century (New Delhi: Biblia Impex, 1983), 21-25.
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The greatest part of Asia is under Mahomedan

governments. To give a Mahomedan government is to
give a government by law... It is a law enforced by
stronger sanctions than any law known in Europe...

Even their sovereigns have in reality no arbitrary power . (1)
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(1) Edmund Burke, The Works of the Right Honourable Edmund Burke, vol. 9
(Boston: Little, Brown, and Company, 1866), 463 — 464
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In every Hindu village which has retained its old form,

| am assured that the children generally are able to read,
write, and cipher; but where we have uprooted the
village system, as in Bengal, there the village school

has disappeared. (1)
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(1) John Malcolm Ludlow, British India, Its Races, and Its History:

Considered with Reference to the Mutinies of 1857, vol. 1 (Cambridge:
Macmillan and Co. , 1858), 62.
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